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In April, the national news media reported that the Afghan 
government had secretly passed a new family law that 
critics said would allow men to sexually enslave their wives 
and imprison them in their own homes. The Conservative 
government and all three opposition parties united in expressing 
outrage against such a move (the Afghan government said it 
would “review” the controversial law). 

But while our politicians rightly decry the oppression of 
women and children on the other side of the world, they are 
turning a blind eye to violations committed against their own 
women and children under the tyranny of polygamy. 

In January, Winston Blackmore and 
James Oler of Bountiful, British 
Columbia, were arrested for polygamy 
– Blackmore is alleged to have 
committed polygamy with 20 women 
and Oler, with two women. 

Since then, media and political debate 
has focused on whether the law against 
polygamy can withstand Charter 
challenges.

Little, however, is being said about the rights of Canadian 
children and women to protection and equality. 

Allegations of physical, sexual, and emotional abuse 
in Bountiful have circulated for years. In 1992, RCMP 
recommended charges against the community’s leaders, 
based on evidence provided by a former resident. But Crown 
prosecutors chose not to proceed, saying the charge would 
not stand up to a constitutional challenge. After completing 
another investigation in 2006, the RCMP submitted a report 
to BC Crown Counsel recommending charges of polygamy 
AND sexual exploitation. 

Why, then, did BC Attorney General Wally Oppal not lay 
charges of sexual exploitation of children – a far more heinous 
crime? After all, Blackmore’s public admissions of having 
married underage girls have been cited in news reports. And 
RCMP investigations found evidence for charges of sexual 
exploitation. 

And why, since polygamy is illegal in Canada, were there 
no arrests until this January, despite the fact polygamy has 
been practiced in Bountiful since at least the 1940’s? Some 
Muslims are also practicing polygamy, particularly in Ontario, 
and police have not laid charges.

Whose Rights?

On March 04 2009, Canada Family 
Action held a media conference in 
Ottawa together with the Institute 
for Canadian Values and the Muslim 
Canadian Congress to raise awareness 
of the human and social consequences, 
should the courts overrule the law 
against polygamy. Family Action’s 
executive director Brian Rushfeldt said 

legalizing polygamy would “once again show that Canadian 
lawmakers and courts are more concerned about protecting the 
rights of adult oppressors than those of innocent children.” 

Author Farzana Hassan, spokesperson for the Muslim Canadian 
Congress, told Family Action that polygamy is about power 
and domination. “As a Muslim woman from Pakistan, I have 
seen fi rst-hand the negative effects of polygamy on women and 
children. Many families are being destroyed. There is always 
friction between the co-wives, and their constant bickering 
hurts children. Polygamy in my opinion is an inherently unjust 
institution.”

Polygamy Violates Children and Women 



Children should be the focus of the polygamy debate, 
Ms. Hassan asserts. “There is a lot of talk about upholding 
the religious freedoms of various sub-cultures in Canada, but 
religious freedom must be seen in a larger context – in this case, 
the rights of children. The rights of the weak and vulnerable in 
society, usually children and women, are always sidelined in 
such debates.”

Former Bountiful resident Debbie Palmer agrees that polygamy 
tramples on the rights of women and children. “Religious 
freedom can never be used as an excuse to abuse children,” she 
said. When Ms. Palmer was only 15, she was forced to become 
the sixth wife to 55-year old Ray Blackmore; three years later 
Blackmore died and she was “re-assigned” to another man 
who was very abusive.“My children and I suffered 
terrible physical and emotional abuse, and severe 
neglect.” In 1988 Ms. Palmer managed to escape 
Bountiful with eight of her children. 

Since then Ms. Palmer has led a charge in trying to get 
the BC government to take action to address abuse, 
neglect and the lack of educational opportunities 
in Bountiful. She was the chairperson and lead 
researcher of a report entitled Life in Bountiful: A 
Report on the Lifestyle of a Polygamous Community
published in 1993 for a now defunct Ministry of 
Women’s Equality. Among other things, the report 
documented facts about abuse, neglect, living 
conditions and poor quality of education. “We were 
told that when the report was complete we would 
have the opportunity to address an inter-ministerial 
committee about our fi ndings and recommendations 
for effective intervention,” Palmer says. “That never 
happened.” 

Frustrated with years of continued government 
inaction, Ms. Palmer fi led a human rights complaint 
in 2004 against the BC Ministries of Health, Child and Family 
Services, and Education. The basis of her complaint was that 
“these ministries were fully aware of the problems in Bountiful 
and did not intervene.”  Documented facts about abuse, neglect, 
lack of education (especially for girls), child labor, and other 
problems were provided in the report. 

Child and Family Services was the most negligent, she says, 
with no intervention despite repeated warnings of abuse and 
neglect.  Female children as young as 15 (and one 13-year-old) 
were assigned to marry older men, including community leaders 
such as school principals. “In any other community, that would 
be called rape.” 

Who Pays 

Ontario violates some aspects of federal law by providing some 
spousal benefi ts to “plural wives” if the polygamous “marriages” 

were conducted in a legitimate jurisdiction. Some cases have 
been reported of multiple wives receiving a variety of benefi ts, 
including welfare.

 “The social welfare system is being abused all the time,” 
says Ms. Farzan, with many women coming into Canada as 
dependents and seeking social benefi ts based on that status.

Legalizing polygamy would mean that taxpayers will foot the 
bill for a broad range of benefi ts and welfare. Canadians will 
undoubtedly respond with outrage when they need to start 
dipping into their family budgets to provide fi nancial support so 
men can indulge their sexual appetites with harems of “wives” 
– all supported by our taxes.

Canadians need to be asking what would happen to 
the tax, immigration, and family laws if polygamy 
is legalized? Who could claim insurance benefi ts, 
tax deductions, even death benefi ts? 

What must be done?

Canadians clearly oppose polygamy, as revealed 
by a Compas Research poll released in March that 
showed 85% of Canadians do not want polygamy 
legalized. 

Canada’s children have inherent rights and the 
government has a duty to protect them. Legalizing 
polygamy would be government sanction for 
treating women and children as chattels. 

If BC courts overrule the law against polygamy, 
the federal government must launch a vigorous 
appeal. Family Action’s executive director Brian 
Rushfeldt says that if the BC courts legalize 
polygamy in any form, “the federal government 
must take all necessary action to protect the rights 

of children and women, including, if necessary, using Section 
33 the notwithstanding clause of our Charter.”

Attorneys representing Blackmore and Oler will not only argue 
that plural marriage is a religious freedom, they will also argue 
that banning it represents a violation of equality. Their equality 
argument will be based on the government’s decision (despite 
the objection of millions of Canadians) to change the traditional 
defi nition of marriage to include, “any two persons.” 

Canada Family Action’s national campaigns to defend traditional 
marriage repeatedly warned that legalizing homosexual marriage 
would lead to polygamy. But Family Action was vilifi ed 
and mocked for this view by homosexual  activists, judges, 
constitutional “experts” and PMs Chretien and Martin. Some 
media accused us of being “extremists” and “fear-mongering.” 
Well…..we told you so.

By Judy Rushfeldt 
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Internet Sex Crimes Against Children
An inexcusable blight on Canada 
Internet sex crimes against children are an indictment of modern 
liberal attitudes about sex and justice. In recent months the media 
has reported numerous arrests of adult sex criminals using, making 
and distributing child sex and abuse images. Every single case of 
child pornography involves the abuse and sexual exploitation of an 
innocent child. For every imageevery image there is a VICTIM.
Canada Family Action is calling upon the federal government 
and internet server companies to use every means available to 
STOP these child sex crimes. The internet highway is littered with 
thousands of sex perverts preying on innocent children. Internet 
“child porn” (as some call it) is produced in many venues, including 
private homes, and can be created in virtual secrecy. 
Thankfully Canadian law enforcement has become far more 
effective at tracking internet sex criminals. Police have powerful 
new technological tools for fi nding criminals, and more are being 
charged. International cooperation between police has intensifi ed, 
allowing greater sharing of information to help investigations.
However Canadian laws regarding child sex crimes and sentencing 
for those convicted are so impotent that we have earned the 
shameful reputation as an international destination for pedophiles.
Is there a difference between the crime of possessing child sex 
images and the making of this “porn”?  To a degree, yes: possessors 
may not yet have directly harmed a child. But research shows 
consumers of child porn are at high risk of progressing to committing 
child sex crimes. Plus consumers must take responsibility for the 
fact that if there was no demand for “child porn”, children would not 
be victimized. 
The producers/ makers are criminals of the worst possible kind, 
who have directly assaulted, raped, drugged, gagged and even 
sodomized little children, or have taken pictures of others committing 
these heinous acts. 
Victims of child sex images are getting younger and younger, 
and the images are becoming more graphic and violent. A study 
commissioned in the U.S by the National Center for Missing & 
Exploited children found that 83% of arrested child pornography 
possessors had images of children 6 to 12 years old; 39% had 
images of children 3 to 5 years old; and  19% had images of infants 
and toddlers under age 3. Most involved 
children who were gagged, bound, blindfolded, 
or otherwise suffering ‘sadistic assault’, and 
21% had child pornography depicting rape, 
bondage, and torture.1   
The Canadian justice system is utterly failing 
our children, handing out pathetic sentences 
for offenders, despite research proving that 
child sex offenders almost always repeat 
offences. The minimum sentences handed out 
in some cases of summary convictions of child 
sex crime is fourteen days! And far too often 
the sentences are house arrest, community 
service, or a conditional sentence (thus no jail 
time). Judges are to blame for this. 
Average Canadians can see how ludicrous these sentences are, 
but lawmakers and judges don’t seem to understand that giving 
these criminals a hug and kiss does nothing to deter crime, and 
sending them back into the community where they have access 
to more victims is nothing short of bizarre. Most importantly, these 
sentences devalue the children, who will suffer life-long trauma 
plus have to live with the reality that the images will be available on 

the internet forever.
Consider this: Clay Meron of PEI received 4 years in jail on a third 
conviction, involving some 500,000 child sex and abuse images, 
not to mention additional charges while he was awaiting trial on 
the fi rst charge. Jeremy Houston, age 52, a former school teacher 
was sentenced to an 18 month conditional sentence for accessing 
child pornography even though he downloaded and saved images 
of child pornography. Houston did not have to go to jail and will 
instead be allowed to serve his time at home under strict conditions 
– again, having access to children in the community!  
Minimum sentences in the U.S. for similar offences is fi fteen years 
and the maximum is thirty years, but actual sentences can run into 
hundreds of years because the U.S. does not allow the ridiculous 
concurrent sentencing we have in Canada for multiple offences. 
Things MUST change in Canada. Canada Family Action has 
embarked on a two-year campaign to pressure the government 
of Canada to make legislative changes to protect children. One 
of our supporters said, “Why should we have to lobby for such 
protection – why don’t the responsible adult lawmakers just do it?” 
Good question, but the reality is they are not doing it so they need 
force from we, the parents and taxpaying citizens.
Canada Family Action will ask for three major changes from our 
government: 
1) Change the term “child pornography” in the criminal code to 

child sex and abuse images child sex and abuse images  (the term pornography in no way 
refl ects the seriousness of these sex crimes against children 
which are not merely pornographic – they are rape, abuse and 
exploitation). 

2) Enact lengthy mandatory minimum sentences on child sex 
offenders – children are not safe when these criminals are 
allowed back into the community. 

3) Legislate mandatory reporting of ALL child sex crimes (as soon 
as an ISP, computer tech, teacher, friend or relative becomes 
aware of child sex images on a computer or being sent over 
internet it must be reported).

Canada Family Action is calling for a Child Safe Nation. We want 
sex perverts, pedophiles and predators to know they are no longer 
welcome in Canada, and will face serious punishment for their 
crimes.

Please partner with us in this campaign 
with generous fi nancial support. Phase one 
focuses on educating lawmakers, parents, 
judges and ISPs about the nature, extent and 
consequences of internet child sex crimes, 
and why legislation must change to ensure 
adequate protections. Phase two will focus on 
a national citizen action campaign including 
the distribution of at least half a million 
brochures, plus a major advertising and 
publicity campaign, to mobilize Canadians to 
force their elected offi cials to make specifi c 
legislative changes to ensure our children are 
protected.

Canada Family Action – standing up for children.

By Brian Rushfeldt

1 National Center for Missing & Exploited Children , Internet Sex Crimes Against 
Minors: The Response of Law Enforcement, Crimes Against Children Research 
Center,  p. 23-24. Note: this internet specifi c data is not available in Canada. 

CHILD SEX CRIMES – 19% UNDER AGE OF 3



NEW!  Family Action Blog Talk Radio
Join host Nathan Cooper for Family Action Radio, 
a half hour blog talk radio show that streams live via 
the internet every Wednesday morning at 10:30 MST. 
Guests include some of Canada’s most infl uential 
social conservative thinkers. We invite you to join 
the discussion on many issues facing the Canadian 
family.  Call (718) 664-6104 to join the debate.

3 Ways to Listen: 

Live at 10:30 am MST every Wednesday at 
www.blogtalkradio.com/canadafamilyactionwww.blogtalkradio.com/canadafamilyaction

Via your telephone by calling  (718) 664-6104. 

Programs can also be listened to “On Demand” 
anytime in the archives.

Nathan Cooper
Family Action is pleased to announce the 
addition of Nathan Cooper to our head offi ce 
team. As assistant to Brian Rushfeldt, Nathan 
brings excellent organizational skills, passion 
and youthful ideas that will be great assets to 
our work. He has been active in political and 
social issues for over 10 years, and will take over some of Brian’s 
operational and administrative duties.

Did You Know?

A draft proposal by the Hamilton Wentworth school board states:
“Gender Identity may or may not conform to a person’s birth 
assigned sex. The personal characteristics that are associated 
with gender identity include self-image, physical and biological 
appearance, expression, behavior and conduct, as they relate to 
gender, secondary sex characteristics that develop at and after 
puberty, behavior and conduct, the mind, and fashion choices.”
Hmmm….does that add up to EIGHT genders??! EIGHT genders??! EIGHT

Family
Action
Radio

Are we heading into a 
Demographic Winter?

How will a declining birthrate affect western 
societies? How does family breakdown 
affect every area of society? 

Demographic Winter - the decline of the human 
family is an hour long ground breaking 
documentary on the catastrophic 
consequences of a rapidly falling birthrate that has global 
consequences. This documentary will have you asking, why isn’t 
anyone talking about this?

Family Action would like to offer you this as a gift with every new 
donation of $72 or more to our Child Safe Nation campaign. This 

documentary PROVES the importance of traditional family!

Led By Integrity, HR Technologies develops and integrates 
business solutions. After more than a decade of employee 
information management experience, we continue to evolve as 
a leader in HRIS and Time & Attendance.
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CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS

Gordan C. Ferguson, FCGA, ALA, CFP, CAFM
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PLEASE DONATE TO CFAC
Simply complete this form and return it by mail to CFAC.

Amount of Donation:                       $_________________

Please direct my donation to the following: 

 Child Protection
 Promoting Traditional Marriage
 Defence of Freedom of Religion, Speech & Conscience
 Fair Family Taxation
 Political Action Training Seminars
 Wherever You Need it Most

Please mail to:  Canada Family Action
204, 4080 - 23 Street N.E.   Calgary, AB  T2E 6W9

You may also telephone your credit card donation toll free
  1-866-787-2777 or fax this form to 403-291-2515

Payment:  Cheque enclosed
 Charge my credit card:     Visa      M/C 

Number:  ____________________________________

 Expiry Date:   ________________________________

 Signature:  ___________________________________

Your Contact Information: 

Name ________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City/ Prov___________________  Postal ___________________

Phone ______________________  Fax _____________________

E-mail Address ________________________________________


